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Department Mission Statement:  
The Daemen College English Department builds upon our students’ interest in literature in order to prepare them to assume their place in a rapidly changing and increasingly complex as well as global world. With its three streams (straight English, Adolescence  English Education, and Communications/Public Relations), the English program integrates the intellectual qualities acquired through the study of literature, the other liberal arts, and professional programs that prepare students whose knowledge, imagination, critical thinking and creative problem-solving skills will enable them to take their places in the local and global communities.

In order to better prepare students for a rapidly changing world, the English curriculum reflects changes in the field of English studies over the past several decades. The curriculum offers broad historical surveys but also incorporates new methodologies and fields of study. While making optimum use of the range of Daemen faculty expertise, it permits students considerable freedom in selecting areas of study but also requires students to work closely with their individual faculty advisors and other departmental faculty in making those choices. The core English curriculum prepares students both for graduate study and for positions that require advanced reading, writing, critical and creative thinking abilities. The core English curriculum also serves as the basis for specializations in Adolescence English Education and Communications/Public Relations, which direct these same abilities to more specific professional ends.

Department Description: 

Relationship/alignment of dept. mission to College mission.  Description of curriculum, contributions, role & uniqueness within College.

.

The English Department prepares students to write for academic, professional, and creative purposes.  All students learn the principles of academic writing in a first-year composition course, and subsequent upper-division composition and literature courses help students develop and apply various strategies for writing.  In addition, the English Department actively encourages students to fulfill an especially important part of Daemen College’s mission by becoming involved in their campus and local communities in the following program-related ways: as members of the English Club, as peer tutors in the Writing Lab, as staff and contributors to the college newspaper and literary magazine, and as participants in the Chaucer Banquet.

A. Current Department Resources-Faculty/Staff :

List faculty and staff with their areas of expertise and/or role in the department.

Robert Morace, Chair:  American Literature, Scottish Literature, Film
Peter Siedlecki, Honors Director: American Literature, World Literature
Shirley Peterson: British and Irish Literature, Gender and Literature, Film

Gayle Nason-Churchill: British Literature, Science Fiction, Communications

Nancy Marck-Cantwell: British Literature, Native American Literature

Karl Terryberry: Composition, Writing for the Health Professions

Erica Frisicaro-Pawlowski, Writing Director: Composition

B. Current Department Resources-Operating and Physical Space Resources: 

List physical spaces (e.g., labs, studios, special classrooms or offices), and equipment, technology, or supplies, if applicable.         N/A
Student Learning Objectives for the English Department:
1.  English majors will be able to independently develop research topics appropriate to the discipline and present that research in both written and verbal forms.  

2. Freshmen Composition students will be able to write fluent and effective standard academic research papers on topics determined independently or by their instructors.  This overlaps with the Core Assessment Project. 

3. Students will be conversant with conventions of literary genres (fiction, poetry, drama, prose and film), literary terminology, analytical strategies, and common standards for written critical analysis. 

4. Adolescence Education students will develop and implement lessons on literary topics for a literature course .

(Note: you will need to include more than one set of Student Learning Objectives if there are multiple majors or both undergraduate and graduate programs in the department.  You may include as many Student Learning Objectives as needed, but you do not have to assess all of them in any given year.)

This form will be filed electronically at the same time as the 2008-09 annual assessment reports but does not need to be submitted in subsequent years unless the department wishes to update it.
