[image: image1.png][DAEMEN]




Assessment Plan

Departmental Mission, Description, and Learning Objectives Statement

Department:
Foreign Language





Date Submitted:
June 1, 2009


Prepared by: Denise Mills
Department Mission Statement:  
The Mission of the Department of Foreign Language is to prepare students to integrate fully their language skills for professional and personal fulfillment in both their local and global communities.  The curriculum for French and Spanish majors integrates language skills with Daemen’s Liberal Arts Core and a solid professional formation based on language proficiency.  

The curriculum emphasizes oral fluency, written proficiency, cultural awareness and literary appreciation, skills which allow students to solve problems creatively and think critically.  Our graduates will be comfortable with diversity and recognize the vital importance of a global perspective.  The curriculum recognizes the significant historical, moral, artistic, economic, literary and scientific contributions of French and Spanish speakers throughout the world:  in North and South America,  the Caribbean and Africa as well as Europe.

Our graduates will be ready to take their place as leaders in the fields of education, public policy, business, social service, health care, media and the arts.

Department Description: 

Relationship/alignment of dept. mission to College mission.  The Foreign Language department Mission Statement clearly reflects our commitment to furthering the College’s Mission.
Description of curriculum
Major Requirements: 
15 credits in courses for FL fluency
9 credits in courses for FL culture
9 credits in courses for FL literature

Students must demonstrate proficiency in a second foreign language at the intermediate level by passing an approved proficiency exam.  Depending upon any previous preparation in a second foreign language, a sequence of course work may be recommended.  Students with no previous background in a second language and who plan to spend the junior year abroad are encouraged to take second language courses in the freshman or sophomore years. 
All Foreign Language majors are required to take CMP 311 Advanced Composition as part of their degree requirements.
All majors are required to complete an international experience in a country where the major language is the official language. Junior year is the preferred time and options are: one long-term experience (minimum of one semester but preferably one year) or two short-term experiences (Intersemester and/or Summer terms), the combination of which must total a minimum of seven weeks of experience.
All majors are required to take FRE/SPA 442 Seminar to prepare for the Research & Presentation of their Senior Project.
All majors are required to take FRE/SPA 443 Senior Project, This is the capstone course for French and Spanish majors.  The Senior Project demonstrates to the faculty and other students of the Foreign Language Department, the Daemen Community, and the world at large, that the student has attained the capacity for in-depth research and analysis in the target language.  This capstone course proves the graduate’s ability to use the target language on a level commensurate with entry into the professions.  At the end of the semester students will offer oral presentations in a class setting and at the Academic Festival with members of the Daemen College community in attendance.  In addition, the final version of the Senior Project must be submitted to the student’s portfolio.
Contributions, role & uniqueness within College The Foreign Language Department 

· Facilitate study abroad by requiring a long-term experience for majors 
· Create and accompany short-term study abroad programs in cooperation with Business department for language students as well as all other majors
· All faculty involved in IND 101, in LC2, and other litertaure and linguistics courses outside of department
· Added linguistics courses to college catalog
· Serve as ESL evaluators for Global Programs Office
· Create and supervise Service Learning courses in Spanish
A. Current Department Resources-Faculty/Staff :

Melissa Fiori, Ph.D.  Assistant Professor, Assessment Liaision, Second Language Acquisition & Applied Linguistics
Denise Mills, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Dept Chair 2007-10, Spanish language literature, film culture

Kevin Telford, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Dean, Division of Arts & Science 2007-10. French language, literature, film and culture
B. Current Department Resources-Operating and Physical Space Resources: 

NONE

Student Learning Objectives for French and Spanish Majors:

1/ oral fluency
            2/ written proficiency 
            3/ cultural understanding
            4/ literary and linguistic appreciation 

      It is no accident that oral fluency is listed as the first goal of the French or Spanish major.  This most difficult skill to master is emphasized is all courses. The skills learned in acquiring a foreign language are precisely the skills that make for good communication in any language: the ability to pause, to reflect on what you want to convey before you start to speak; the ability to choose the correct word from several possibilities, to convey your message exactly as you want, a consciousness that grammar rules do affect communication.  The goal of oral fluency addresses the importance of understanding and responding in French or Spanish in authentic situations.  As students progress through their major their oral proficiency will be monitored as indicated below. 

      There is a big difference in the ease or difficulty of writing a foreign language as opposed to speaking one. Writing is easier because there is the opportunity to reflect on the writing and to review it. The goal of written proficiency allows the students to bring this awareness to bear on their communicative abilities in any language.  As the major progresses, students’ writing will become increasingly more accurate, well-organized, and articulate. 

      The mission of Daemen College is to prepare students for life and leadership in an increasingly complex world; this is the heart of the French & Spanish majors.  In a world which is coming together economically and culturally every day, the importance of being aware of other cultures is paramount. Learning not to be shocked at the way others do things is part of being a culturally sensitive and professional person who is comfortable with diversity and who recognizes the importance of a global perspective. This is the goal of cultural understanding.  

      The study of Literature and Linguistics in French or Spanish promotes proficiency in the language through class discussions and written expression. Moreover, as literature and linguistics reflect the history, culture, ethics and aesthetics of a people, the goal of literary and linguistic appreciation integrates communication, culture, creativity and critical thinking. 
