Psychology Department Daemen College Mission Statement and Description 2009


Department Mission Statement:  


The mission of the psychology department is to introduce students to the content and methods of psychological science. The psychology curriculum at Daemen is designed to both increase students’ knowledge in foundational topics and various sub areas of the field, and to  develop students’ skills in a variety of domains relevant not only to the study of psychology, but to the development of a well-educated individual who is capable of lifelong learning. 

Department Description: 


The curriculum for Psychology majors includes a sequence of required research courses starting with Statistics for Psychology and Social Sciences, followed by a general Research Methods Course, a Junior Seminar that focuses on contemporary issues in psychology through readings in psychological literature and written and oral presentations, a Topics in Research course based on the methods used in one subfield of psychology (different topics in different semesters) and Senior Thesis.  In the Methods and Topics Research courses, students begin to formulate their own research topics and to write proposals in preparation for Senior Thesis. In addition, Psychology majors select seven or more psychology elective courses in specific areas of psychology.  A Human Services specialization directs students to specific psychology electives, several Social Work courses, and two Co-op internships.  Many students who do not elect the specialization take a portion of the Human Services sequence courses.  


The Psychology department provides a substantial portion of the Core Curriculum, including an Introductory course that most students in the college take, and many other courses that have been approved as core electives. Typically, Psychology elective courses include 30-70% non-Psychology majors.

Several other departmental majors and certificates (for example, Social Work, Physical Therapy, Physician Assistant, Forensic Studies, Adolescence Education) have required courses in psychology beyond the introductory level. Additionally, the Psychology department provides a disproportionate share of Writing Intensive electives. 


The Psychology Department considers non-psychology courses to be essential part of the education of Psychology majors, and encourages minors, certificates, study abroad, service learning and Co-op experiences.  


