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I. Learning Objective: 
Writing Proficiency:  Students will demonstrate the ability to write a foreign language at the Intermediate or Advanced level, depending on their progress towards the degree.  

Direct Measure #1: Proficiency Exam  (Intermediate Level)
Results:

	Writing Proficiency Exam Spring 2007


	Spring 2007
	# Mastered 
	#  Proficient
	# Not proficient

	Spanish

	11   
	9
	3

	
	
	
	

	Note: Proficiency Exam is based on the ACTFL guidelines for Intermediate proficiency.  Exam given to 23 students after they completed SPA 106, Spring 2007.


Discussion of Results/Conclusions:  Twenty of twenty-three students demonstrated mastery or proficiency.  Of those demonstrating proficiency, 4 of the 9 only barely did so.

Recommendations (Or Action Plan):  We need to focus on an ongoing review and reintegration of materials from the elementary levels onwards (see proposed curriculum maps).  We need to augment our ability to engage in computer testing, not just for major exams.  This way students will be at ease with the testing format.

Direct Measure #2:  Scores on in-class quizzes and exams.
This method was used last year, resulting in extensive data that showed that students were generally able to master higher level skills in the context of a chapter test.  However, in the context of a Final exam at the Intermediate level, or in a proficiency exam, students often failed to master a number of elementary structures.

Results:   We repeated this data collection this year, and the same general trends were noticed.


Discussion:  It seems that a culture has developed whereby we might, in a sense, be “teaching to a specific chapter test.”  Students certainly appear to focus on the material that they know “will be on the test.”  Unfortunately, this encourages the habit of forgetting the fundamental structures necessary to sustain correct writing.  This seems to be a matter of the students needing to maintain a focus on learning ACCURACY.  That is, our students are doing well when it comes to learning about FUNCTION but they are lacking when they are pressed to tie accurate FORMS to the function.  Because they are able to communicate and comprehend (and thus have confidence in function) they are not placing importance on how form and function are linked.  Therefore, it is important to address which forms are introduced and when and to develop a plan which underscores the importance of both FORM AND FUNCTION.   Ie—function but NOT at the expense of form.


Recommendations/Action plan:  
1)  After 2 years of similar findings, that reflected our experience in years prior to assessment requirement, we decided to investigate how and when these concepts are introduced and reinforced in the FL curriculum, using a curriculum map assessment tool that has been used in other Daemen departments including PT and business.
2)  In addition, in response to this discussion during last year’s assessment process, Melissa Fiori developed a “Vocabulary and Grammar Notebook” (VGNB).  The VGNB attempts to move students beyond the ineffective practice of generating flash-cards for vocabulary acquisition by requiring them to write complete sentences, which not only oblige the student to generate context for a given word/phrase, but also to work with syntactical structures studied to date. What’s more, such an activity prompts students to continuously call upon previously-introduced concepts and forces them to work with difficult structures that they might otherwise avoid (subjunctive/ relative clauses, etc.).  Attention to simple-sentence structures is critical because it provides the foundation from which students can progress to paragraph writing.  We will continue to implement this is other classes.  Also implemented this semester were reflective learning practices.  Students were required to attend review sessions (and mesas) that re-examined the grammatical structures addressed in class.  Many times students commented that they hadn’t seen the material before the review, or had completely forgotten about the material before the review, which underscores the importance of the reflective paragraph follow up.  Many time students had seen the material on several occasions (example, commands) yet until they were required to reflect on the material they were unable to identify, recognize, recall and apply the concept.  
3)  In an effort to have more uniformity in teaching / learning standards, syllabi etc., we have begun the process of rotating all department members, full-time and part-time, through the various course sequences.  Next year Denise Mills will teach some elementary courses, with part-time instructors taking on more Intermediate courses, and the following year, Melissa Fiori will teach more elementary courses.  
4)  In order to foster a culture of student-driven proficiency, we have clarified the requirement for all incoming (Fall 2007) students in BA and International Business programs.  Students will, from Fall 2007 onwards, demonstrate Intermediate level proficiency not by accumulation of credits or passing a 106 course, but instead will demonstrate this proficiency by successfully passing our departmental proficiency exam.  NB:  table above shows an 87% pass rate on this exam.  

Resources:  
1) To implement recommendations above, we need regular access to a computer lab with 24 stations or, at the very least,  we need laptop computers with a very reliable wireless connection. 
2) Furthermore, access to recording devices for audio and video streaming would enable us to document student progress in a reflective-learning and reflective-teaching manner.  
3) Access to digital audio and video recording devices (and computers which have sufficient memory space and the required software to edit the respective productions) would allow us to develop technology-based portfolios at the classroom and the curriculum level, for our majors, for the initiation and implementation of e-portfolios, and for research.  
4) While there is some consistency in the allocation of classroom space, it would be desirable, for pedagogical reasons, for the Department to be allocated the same rooms for all classes.  This way, classroom space could be decorated with realia, maps etc.

Proposed new Curriculum Map for French Language Courses

Matrix shows essential points of grammar and shows the courses where these points will receive  formal attention.

I
=  Introduced





L
= Low emphasis

R
=  Reintegrated formally



M
= Moderate emphasis

A
=  Advanced use structures



H
= High emphasis

FRE 101-102
Elementary French

FRE 105-106
Intermediate French for Professional Communication

FRE 207-208
French Conversation and Composition I & II

FRE 240
Workshop in French

FRE 311
French Translation

FRE 312
Advanced French Grammar

FRE 326
Advanced Conversation in French

Proposed new Map for French Language Courses:  See rows in blue.
Asterisk indicates additions to (or increased emphasis on) current practice for French Language courses.

Rows in black show current practice.

	Learning Objectives:

As a result of this course, student will be able to…
	101 
	102
	105
	106
	207
	208
	240
	311
	312
	326

	…conjugate regular verbs in present tense.
	I-H
	R-M*
	R-M
	R-L
	R-L*
	R-L*
	R-L
	R-M
	R-L
	A-L

	…conjugate regular verbs in present tense.
	I-H
	R-L
	R-M
	R-L
	  
	  
	R-L
	R-M
	R-L
	A-L

	…conjugate irregular verbs in present tense.
	I-H
	I-H
	R-M
	R-M*
	R-L*
	R-L*
	R-M
	R-M
	A-M
	A-M

	…conjugate irregular verbs in present tense.
	I-H
	I-H
	R-M
	R-L
	  
	  
	R-M     
	R-M
	A-M
	A-M

	…demonstrate use of article to accompany nouns.
	I-H
	R-L*
	R-M
	R-L*
	R-L*
	R-L*
	R-M
	R-H
	A-H
	A-M

	…demonstrate use of article to accompany nouns.
	I-H
	
	R-M
	
	
	
	R-M
	R-H
	A-H
	A-M

	…demonstrate adjective noun agreement.
	I-H
	R-M*
	R-M
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-L
	R-M
	A-M
	A-M*

	…demonstrate adjective noun agreement.
	I-H
	R-L
	R-M
	
	
	
	R-L
	R-M
	A-M
	A-L

	…conjugate reg. & irreg. verbs in the future.
	I-M
	R-M
	R-L*
	R-M
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-M
	R-L
	A-L
	A-M

	…conjugate reg. & irreg. verbs in the future.
	I-M
	R-M
	  
	R-M
	
	
	R-M
	R-L
	A-L
	A-M

	…conjugate reg. & irreg. verbs in passé composé.
	I-M
	R-H
	R-M
	R-L*
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-M
	R-M
	A-H
	A-M

	…conjugate reg. & irreg. verbs in passé composé.
	I-M
	R-H
	R-M
	
	
	
	R-M
	R-M
	A-H
	A-M

	…conjugate all verbs in Imperfect tense.
	I-M*
	R-H
	R-M
	R-L*
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M

	…conjugate all verbs in Imperfect tense.
	
	I-H
	R-M
	
	
	
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M

	…distinguish correctly between Imp. & P.C.
	
	I-M
	R-M
	R-M*
	R-M*
	
	R-M
	A-H
	A-H
	R-H

	…distinguish correctly between Imp. & P.C.
	
	I-M
	R-M
	
	
	
	R-M
	A-H
	A-H
	R-H

	…conjugate and use subjunctive correctly.
	
	I-H
	R-L*
	R-M
	R-L*
	R-L*
	R-M
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate and use subjunctive correctly.
	
	I-H
	
	R-M
	
	
	R-M
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M


Continued below…

	Learning Objectives:

As a result of this course, student will be able to…
	101 
	102
	105
	106
	207
	208
	240
	311
	312
	326

	…use relative pronouns in complex sentences
	
	I-M
	R-L*
	R-H
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-M
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M*

	…use relative pronouns in complex sentences
	
	I-M
	
	R-H
	
	
	R-M
	R-M
	A-H
	

	…use object and adverbial pronouns correctly
	I-L
	R-H
	R-M
	R-L*
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-L
	R-L
	A-M
	R-M

	…use object and adverbial pronouns correctly
	I-L
	R-H
	R-M
	
	
	
	R-L
	R-L
	A-M
	R-M

	…write complex “if” sentences with correct tenses
	I-L*
	R-M*
	R-L*
	R-M
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-M
	R-L
	A-M
	R-H

	…write complex “if” sentences with correct tenses
	
	I-L
	
	R-M
	
	
	R-M
	R-L
	A-M
	R-H

	…write comparative / superlative structures
	
	I-M*
	R-M
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-M*
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M

	…write comparative / superlative structures
	
	I-L
	R-M
	
	
	
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M

	…write paragraphs (advanced  level = essays)
	I-L
	R-L
	R-M
	R-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	A-H
	R-M*
	R-H

	…write paragraphs (advanced level = essays)
	I-L
	R-L
	R-M
	R-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	A-H
	
	R-H


Proposed new Curriculum Map for Spanish Language Courses

Matrix shows essential points of grammar and shows the courses where these points will receive  formal attention.

I
=  Introduced





L
= Low emphasis

R
=  Reintegrated formally



M
= Moderate emphasis

A
=  Advanced use structures



H
= High emphasis

NB:   Through regular review sessions the students will have ample opportunity to revisit these foundational structures outside of class.

SPA 101-102
Elementary Spanish

SPA 105-106
Intermediate Spanish for Professional Communication

SPA 207-208
Spanish Conversation and Composition I & II

SPA 240
Workshop in Spanish

SPA 311
Spanish Translation

SPA 312
Advanced Spanish Grammar

SPA 326
Advanced Conversation in Spanish

Proposed new Map for Spanish Language Courses:  See rows in blue.
Asterisk indicates additions to (or increased emphasis on) current practice for Spanish Language courses.

Rows in black show current practice.

SPANISH

	Learning Objectives:

As a result of this course, student will be able to…
	101 
	102
	105
	106
	207
	208
	240
	311
	312
	326

	…conjugate regular verbs in present tense.
	I-H
	R-H
	R-H
	 R-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate regular verbs in present tense.
	I-H
	R-H
	R-H
	 R-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate irregular verbs in present tense.
	I-H
	R-H
	R-H
	 R-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate irregular verbs in present tense.
	I-H
	R-H
	R-H
	 R-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…demonstrate use of article to accompany nouns.
	I-H
	R-M
	R-H
	R-M*
	M-H
	M-H
	R-L
	R-M
	R-M
	R-H

	…demonstrate use of article to accompany nouns.
	I-H
	R-M
	R-H
	 R-L
	M-H
	M-H
	R-L
	R-M
	R-M
	R-H

	…demonstrate adjective noun agreement.
	I-H
	R-M
	R-H
	R-M*
	M-H
	M-H
	R-H
	R-M
	 R-M
	R-L

	…demonstrate adjective noun agreement.
	I-H
	R-M
	R-H
	R-ML
	M-H
	M-H
	R-H
	R-M
	 R-M
	R-L

	…conjugate reg. & irreg. verbs in the future.
	
	
	
	I-H
	R-L
	R-L
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate reg. & irreg. verbs in the future.
	
	
	
	I-H
	R-L
	R-L
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…express near future with ir + a (+infinitive)
	I-H
	R-M
	R-M
	R-L
	R-MH
	R-MH
	
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…express near future with ir + a (+infinitive)
	I-H
	R-M
	R-M
	R-L
	R-MH
	R-MH
	
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate reg. & irreg. verbs in pretérito.
	I-M
	R-H
	R-H
	 R-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate reg. & irreg. verbs in pretérito.
	I-M
	R-H
	R-H
	 R-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate all verbs in Imperfect.
	
	I-H
	R-H
	R-M*
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate all verbs in Imperfect.
	
	I-H
	R-H
	R-L
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…distinguish correctly between Imp. & Pret.
	
	I-H
	R-H
	R-M*
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…distinguish correctly between Imp. & Pret.
	
	I-H
	R-H
	 R-L
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-M

	…conjugate and use subjunctive correctly.
	
	I-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-H

	…conjugate and use subjunctive correctly.
	
	I-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-H

	…conjugate and use past subjunctive correctly.
	
	
	
	I-H
	R-L
	R-L
	R-H
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M

	…conjugate and use past subjunctive correctly.
	
	
	
	I-H
	R-L
	R-L
	R-H
	R-M
	R-M
	R-M


…continued below

SPANISH
	Learning Objectives:

As a result of this course, student will be able to…
	101 
	102
	105
	106
	207
	208
	240
	311
	312
	326

	…use relative pronouns in complex sentences
	
	I-H
	R-M*
	R-H
	R-MH
	R-MH
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	A-H

	…use relative pronouns in complex sentences
	
	I-H
	R-L
	R-H
	R-MH
	R-MH
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	A-H

	…use object and adverbial pronouns correctly
	I-H
	R-M*
	I-H
	R-M*
	R-MH
	R-MH
	R-L
	R-M
	A-H
	A-H

	…use object and adverbial pronouns correctly
	I-H
	**
	I-H
	 R-L
	R-MH
	R-MH
	R-L
	R-M
	A-H
	A-H

	…write complex “if” sentences with correct tenses
	
	
	
	I-H
	R-M
	R-M
	R-H
	R-M
	A-M
	R-L*

	…write complex “if” sentences with correct tenses
	
	
	
	I-H
	R-M
	R-M
	R-H
	R-M
	A-M
	

	…write comparative / superlative structures
	
	I-H
	R-L*
	R-H
	R-M
	R-M
	R-H
	R-M
	
	R-L*

	…write comparative / superlative structures
	
	I-H
	
	R-H
	R-M
	R-M
	R-H
	R-M
	
	

	…write Paragraphs (advanced  level = Essays)
	I-M
	I-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	R-L*

	…write Paragraphs (advanced level = Essays)
	I-M
	I-M
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-H
	R-M
	A-H
	


** Double object pronouns are introduced in the text book at this level but the department omitted combining the pronouns at this in favor of combining them in 105.  Reintroduce object pronouns without moving to double object pronouns.  




