· ESSENTIAL QUESTION RUBRIC

Contact Information:  Pat Loncto  
Essential questions are universal, sometimes paradoxical; addressable but never fully answerable questions that can be used in inquiry-based learning experiences to draw students into the material presented.  

	Dimension
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Inquiry-based question

The extent to which the Essential Question can sustain inquiry for the theme/issue on an objective level.
	-Compelling, open-ended, providing the central focus on a theme/issue that provokes and sustains student discussion to drive students’ inquiry by raising other important questions.

-Must be argued/ discovered during investigation. 

-Is stated objectively avoiding use of pronouns such as “my” or “our” allowing a search for ideas/facts and problem-solving with outside-the-box thinking, resulting in unique, unpredictable results.
	-Significant, open-ended enough to drive student’s inquiry and clearly linked to the theme, issue, or question, with unpredictable student information related to the question.

-Must be investigated and synthesized. 

- Is stated objectively avoiding use of pronouns such as “my” or “our” unless meant collectively.  This narrows the focus and thinking thereby limiting the results.
	-Unimportant and/or open-ended requiring only rote answers that can be found in references.

-Are researched. 

- If stated objectively, the clues in the question limit thinking by pointing to answers in resources.  

-If stated subjectively, using pronouns such as “my”/“our”, the question implies a request for personal reflection not inquiry.
	-Trivial and/or closed question requiring a “yes” or “no” answer. If an explanation is required, the explanation is a rote answer that can be found in references. 

-Are copied from a resource as a “right answer” or merely stated as an opinion.

-Whether stated objectively or subjectively the fact that the question is “closed” leads to predictable results or personal reflection.



	Alignment to NYS Standards/Core Curriculum

The extent to which Essential Question aligns to  NYS Standards and discipline(s).
	-Clearly supports the NYS Standards, and go to the heart of the theme, concepts, issues of the discipline(s)

-Recur naturally throughout one’s learning in the study of the discipline(s).
	-Clearly supports the NYS Standards, and go to the heart of the theme, concepts/issues of the discipline(s).

-Recur in the study of the topic.


	-Linked to the NYS Standards and the theme, concepts, issues of the discipline(s)

-Isolated within a segment of the topic.
	-Relationship to the NYS Standards is questionable and must be defended.

and/or

Unrelated to the theme, concepts/issues of the discipline(s).

 

	Personal Alignment

Assessment

The extent to which the Essential Question aligns to the particular classroom.

The teacher must determine this personally from experience.
	-Suits personality and teaching style of teacher.

-Language of the question is developmentally appropriate for students’ level of understanding.
	-Suits teacher’s personality.

 - Unnatural in this teacher’s classroom, however teacher is prepared to introduce essential questions approach to students in a timely manner.  

-Language of the question is developmentally appropriate for students’ level of understanding.
	-Appears contrived and unnatural in this teacher’s classroom.  Students are confused.

OR

-Above or below the developmental level of the students.  Students are confused or unchallenged.
	-Appears contrived and unnatural in this teacher’s classroom.  Students are confused.

AND

-Above or below the developmental level of the students.  Students are confused or unchallenged.
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