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Learning Community Assessment Fall 2006-Fall 2007 

Overview: 
According to the Learning Objectives for the Daemen Learning Communities (Core Assessment Plan, 2005), students will:

 
1) develop a sense of community through collaborative work,

2) identify connections among various disciplines 

As part of an effort to assess the progress of Learning Communities at Daemen, students in Learning Communities have been surveyed since Fall 2006.  Students in Learning Community I (IND 101 linked with another content-based course) were surveyed in Fall 2007, and the results are displayed in Table 1 below. Faculty from 16 out of 18 IND 101 Learning Community I sections returned the survey, for a total of 278 respondents. Table 1 also includes IND101/LC I survey results from 2006, and compares the results of students in Learning Community I to the results of students in Learning Community II (two thematically-linked content based courses offered the second semester of freshman year).

	Table 1: Fall 2007

IND 101/ LC I Survey Results
Percentage of Students Agreeing or Strongly Agreeing that the 

Learning Community Helped them to:

	 
	Make Friends
	Participate in Class Discussion
	Get to Know Faculty Better
	Participate in On- Campus Activity
	See the Linkage between the Two Courses

	Fall 07
LC I
	83%
	73%
	57%
	37%
	56%

	Fall 06 
LC I
	79%
	73%
	62%
	40%
	51%

	Spring 07 LCII
	68%
	62%
	68%
	45%
	77%

	Spring 06 LC II
	57%
	66%
	59%
	34%
	81%


In the table above, the percentage of students who agreed that the learning community helped them see the linkage between the two courses increased from 51% in Fall 2006 to 56% in Fall 2007.  In addition, in response to an open-ended survey item (not included in this table) in which students were asked to describe the linkage between the two courses, in Fall 2007 Learning Communities 90% of respondents correctly identified the link, as compared to only 72% of students in Fall 2006.  
Assessment efforts from prior years, including the LC I and LC II survey, a visit to a Learning Community classroom, and the Core Panel, revealed a weak linkage between the two courses in LC I.  Upon review of those findings, faculty recommended additional time and resources for collaborative LC planning time.  In August 2007, the Core Director offered a new planning session for LC I instructors to provide faculty collaboration time to develop content and common assignment linkages for the two courses.  Faculty received a modest stipend for their time.  Although the percentage of students seeing the link between LCI courses has improved, the percentage remains much higher in Learning Community II, where the link is intentionally designed based on thematic course content.  
In order to compare student experiences in Daemen Learning community courses to experiences in regular (non-linked) freshmen Core courses, a similar survey was administered to a sample of students in regular non-linked Core courses.  Table 2 below suggests that Learning Community I courses are more successful at helping students make friends, participate in class discussion, and participate in campus activities.
	Table 2: Fall 2007

Comparing Students in LCs to Students in Regular (Non-LC) Courses

Percentage of Freshmen Agreeing or Strongly Agreeing that the

Learning Community Helped them to:

	 
	Make Friends
	Participate in Class Discussion
	Get to Know Faculty Better
	Participate in On Campus Activities

	Fall 07
LC I Course
Respondents
	83%
	73%
	57%
	56%

	Fall 07

Non-Linked Core Course

Respondents
	52%
	41%
	52%
	11%


To summarize these findings, we’ll give the students the last word in describing the impact of their Learning Community experiences: 

~I am more willing to speak up in class. ~ I will take my friendships with me to other classes.  ~ I also learned that you can relate classes together and it may be easier to understand. ~ I will be more open-minded to other people’s ideas as well as other people’s beliefs and traditions. ~IND broke the ice. ~ The class also helped me be more of a leader and bring up discussions to keep class moving.  ~I will be more involved in the school and community.  By forcing us to attend activities, it made the transition much easier.  ~ I have found that I should watch the news more often than I am.  There are a lot of things going on in the world that I should have opinions on. ~
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