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Learning Community Assessment 

Overview

Daemen College students enroll in Learning Community II (LC II) the second semester of their first year.  Students are part of a social cohort enrolled in two thematically linked courses taught by two different instructors.  Examples of LC II themes from the Spring 2007 semester include: “Mask and Emotion,” “The Rich and the Poor,” “Legacies of the Sixties,” “The Black Experience,” and “Making Sense of Society”.

As part of an effort to assess the progress of Learning Communities at Daemen, students in LC IIs were first surveyed in Spring 2006.  LC II students were surveyed for the second time in Spring 2007.  Additionally, in Spring 2007, the survey was administered to a comparison group, comprised of students from non-learning community courses taught by the same instructors teaching in LC IIs.  The table below displays the results of the Spring 2007 survey, in the context of Spring 2006 and comparison group results.

	Learning Community II Survey Results

Comparing Spring 2007 with Spring 2006 and a Non-LC Comparison Group

	
	Survey Question
	Spring 2006

Results
	%*

	Spring 2007

Results
	%*
	Non-LC

Comparison
2007
Results 
	%*

	
	(Questions 1-7)

The Learning Community helped me…
	Positive Response
	
	Positive Response
	
	Positive Response
	

	1
	See connection or link between classes
	148/183
	81%
	196/252
	77%
	n/a
	n/a

	2
	Participate in classroom discussions 
	120/183
	66%
	157/252
	62%
	55/87
	63%

	3
	Participate in campus activities
	61/183
	33%
	115/252
	45%
	31/87
	36%

	4
	Get to know classmates with similar interests
	89/183
	49%
	130/252
	51%
	32/87
	37%

	5
	Ask classmates for help 
	90/183
	49%
	155/252
	61%
	42/87
	48%

	6
	Get to know faculty 
	107/183
	59%
	171/252
	68%
	46/87
	53%

	7
	Make friends
	105/183
	57%
	173/252
	68%
	45/87
	52%

	8
	I had no difficulty enrolling in the LC section that I wanted.
	110/183
	60%
	149/253
	59%
	n/a
	n/a

	              *Percentage of students who agreed or strongly agreed.


Discussion
According to the Learning Objectives for the Daemen Learning Communities, students will: 
1) develop a sense of community through collaborative work,
2) identify connections among various disciplines 
(Core Assessment Plan, 2005).   
The 2007 LC II survey results suggest significant progress toward achieving these objectives.  In response to survey items related to the “sense of community” objective, students agreed or strongly agreed that the Learning Community encouraged them to participate in class discussions (62%), get to know classmates (61%), ask classmates for help (61%), get to know faculty (68%), and make new friends (68%).  In a survey item related to second objective on identifying connections between disciplines, 77% of students agreed or strongly agreed that that the LC II helped them see the connection or link between classes.

A look at survey data over time suggests that “maturing” Daemen Learning Communities have continued to improve in meeting these objectives.  When comparing Spring 2006 to Spring 2007 results, the data indicate that Learning Communities are increasingly assisting or encouraging students in the following areas:

· Attending on-campus activities (percentage of students who agree or strongly agree has increased from 33% to 45%)

· Asking classmates for help (increased from 49% to 61%)

· Getting to know faculty (increased from 57% to 68%)

· Making new friends (increased 57% to 68%).
Furthermore, a comparison of LCII to non-LC courses indicates that students enrolled in LC II, when compared to students in non-LC courses taught by the same instructors, were more likely to report:

· The class helped them get to know students with similar interests ( 51% vs. 37%)

· The class helped them to ask classmates for help (61% vs. 48%).

· The class helped them get to know the faculty better (68% vs. 53%)

· The class helped them make new friends (68% vs. 52%).
It is interesting to note that the percentage of students who reported that their class encouraged them to participate in class discussion was about the same for LC (72%) and non-LC (73%) students.  This may be an indicator that Daemen faculty and small class sizes engage students in all types of courses in class discussion. 
The comments below, in students’ own words, provide a snapshot of student experiences in Learning Community II.

“I suggest linking more courses because it lets you know peers better and the material shown in different lights makes it easier to learn.”

“So much reading and writing...”

“I was surprised (in a good way) how well and how frequently my professors worked together.  I think that is why the class is such a success.”
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